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Lieutenant Colonel’s Corner 
      I am excited to be back for my second year with MHS Army JROTC! My 
first year was a great experience getting to know our students, our campus, 
and our community and I remain honored to be part of the MHS JROTC team.  

Last year was a partial return to normalcy following COVID-19, but we 
were still unable to complete many of our traditional events including parades, 
our Manatee County Camp-out and the annual Military Ball. However, we did 
execute our JROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge this past June and are 
planning for a “normal” 22-23 academic year with full participation in all our 
events and extracurricular activities. We are already fully engaged with our 
Color Guard, Rifle, and Raider teams and our county camp-out will take place 
at the end of September. The Drill Team will begin later in the Fall.  

Our Cadets have already distinguished themselves by volunteering for 
JROTC – there is no better opportunity available to students today to learn the 
leadership and life skills needed to be successful in any endeavor. In JROTC, 
you learn what it means to be a good citizen and a leader. You will apply 
leadership fundamentals in the classroom and through a variety of exciting and 
challenging training events. You will learn about a set of values that transcend 
JROTC. The values of loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, 
and personal courage are more than mere words that we recite. Taken 
together and integrated through an understanding and appreciation of the 
sacrifices made by the generations of citizen-soldiers who previously answered 
the call to defend America's freedoms…those values become part of who we 
are and form the moral and ethical identity that inspire us.  

I would like to acknowledge our Cadet Chain of Command and staff who 
have ensured we are off and running for the new school year. They have 
already proven to be up to the challenge, and I wish them well in their efforts to 
uphold the strong tradition of the Hurricane Battalion. Be proud of the 
Hurricane Battalion and yourself for volunteering for what most others will not 
do. I am confident you are up to the challenge. 

TEAMWORK – INITIATIVE – POSITIVE ATTITUDE 

MANATEE! 

LTC K. Todd Crawford 

 

 

 



 

SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECT                                
BIG BUDDY PROJECT 

 

My name is Erin Perez and I am a senior at Manatee High school. Last 
year I was assigned as the service-learning officer for the JROTC program. As 
the service-learning officer my responsibility was to create a service-learning 
project. In previous years we had can food drives and toy drives; however, I 
felt as though the Cadets were not really involved in the community. I wanted a 
face-to-face interaction so that is when I created The Big Buddy Project. My 
inspiration behind the project was that growing up I never had a big brother or 
sister or a role model, so I wanted to give what I never received. The Big 
Buddy Project consists of attending various elementary schools to read to the 
students, help them with their homework, but overall, just bond with them. 
Coming into my second year of running the project I have grown in so many 
aspects, not only my leadership skills but my personal character as well. 

 
C/2LT Perez 

 

Watch our Cadets in action: 

https://vimeo.com/745900044 

https://vimeo.com/745900044


  

 

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP)       
CADET CHALLENGE 

 
  C/2LT Blanton 

 
 

 WHO: All MHS JROTC Cadets 
 WHAT: Cadet Challenge  
 WHEN: 10-14 OCT 2022  
 Monday: Curl-Ups & Push-Ups 
 Tuesday: Pull-Ups/Flex-Armed Hang & Shuttle Run 
 Wednesday: V-Sit Reach & One-Mile Run 
 Thursday: Make-Up Day 
 Friday: Make-Up Day 

 WHERE: South Gym 
 WHY: Improve Physical Fitness & Promote a Healthy Lifestyle 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Rifle Team 
 

      The rifle team is one of the most difficult teams in JROTC and being on the 
team takes patience and skill. On the rifle team, we shoot .177 caliber 
Crosman rifles at targets the size of a quarter in three positions: prone, 
standing, and kneeling. During a normal year, we would have a few months 
before our first competition but this year our first competition was a month after 
school started, so as soon as the school year started, we were putting together 
a team and starting practices. We had over 40 Cadets tryout for the team, but 
only 15 people were selected, 10 for the primary team and 5 alternates. 

During competitions, our primary team is split into two teams: A team and 
B team. Many of our shooters graduated last year, so we had to form a new B 
team of first-time shooters. After shooting in our first competition, we can now 
see where we stand compared to other teams in the county, and we can see 
what we need to work on to place in a competition. My goal as this year’s rifle 
team commander is to get our team to states and place in each competition 
coming up. We are working hard during practices, and we are going to be 
focusing on technique and accuracy to get each shooter’s overall scores as 
high as possible before the Area 5 competition in December, which will 
determine which teams will go to states. 

 

 
C/PFC LaRocca 

 

 
 



 

 

  

 

Color Guard 
      Color Guard is the most prestigious team in “The Hurricane Battalion.” By 
presenting the flags, we represent our program, our school, and our Nation at 
numerous events throughout Manatee County. From Friday night football 
games to parades and ceremonies, our Colors can always be seen waving 
proudly. 

Not everyone has what it takes to be in Color Guard. It demands early 
mornings, a professionally commanding voice, and marching skills. Above all, it 
requires consistency, determination, initiative, and leadership skills. I take 
much pride in being chosen as the Color Guard commander. I was chosen for 
my knowledge and expertise, and I will use everything I've learned from my 
superiors throughout my years at every practice.  

Having both the male and female color guard teams attend this year's 
upcoming state competition is one of my primary goals. This year we have had 
many new cadets out at practice to start the season. It is my responsibility to 
guide them to meet the standards and live up to the Hurricane Battalion 
legacy. Best of luck this season!  

 

 
C/2LT Henderson 

 

 

 
 



 

 

  

 

Raider Team 
The Manatee High School Battalion Raider Team is the most challenging 

and physically demanding team in JROTC. It takes a lot of hard work, drive, 
dedication, and commitment to be on the Raider team. It takes a cadet that is 
physically fit and has the drive to get up every Tuesday and Thursday morning 
around 05:00 to arrive at school on the Raider field information by 06:10 just to 
put their bodies to the ultimate test by running 5K’s, running a mile-long litter 
carry, executing 50-meter tire flips, or even a ruck run with a 25-pound weight. 
Raiders want to be part of something that is bigger than ourselves and love 
pushing our minds and bodies. 

At the first Raider practice we had over 65 cadets and as the word about 
Raiders continued to spread, we have enough Cadets to make a male, female, 
and mixed team. I see Cadets each day with a passion to lead by example and 
work with others to achieve a common goal while also putting out all they have 
and more…even while no one is watching. Being on the team requires a lot of 
dedication and self-discipline. We hope to prove to all the schools in Manatee 
County that the Manatee High Raider team is a powerhouse.  
 

 
C/2LT Palma       C/1SG Garcia   

 

 



 

 

Alpha Company Corner 
 

I am First Sergeant Izael Garcia of the Manatee High School JROTC 
Hurricane Battalion. It took a lot of hard work, motivation, and dedication to get 
me in this position. When you are a First Sergeant you must be consistent, not 
only for yourself, but for your Cadets. You have to give it your 110% every day. 
You have to push your Cadets to be the best they can be. It’s very important 
that, as a First Sergeant, you stay motivated because if you are not motivated, 
how can you motivate your Cadets to do better or keep going when things get 
tough.  

Helping others is a passion of mine. My goal as Alpha Company First 
Sergeant is to create a fun experience where Cadets learn, grow, and develop 
as a team. JROTC is a family, and we all help each other move into higher 
positions and be the best we that we can possibly be. As a leader, it is difficult 
to spend time with every Cadet. The key is to do the best you can to inspire as 
many people as you can.  

You are never alone in the Hurricane Battalion; we are all here to help!  

 
  C/1SG Garcia 

 

 

 



 Bravo Company Corner 
My experience in the Manatee High School JROTC program has 

been phenomenal. I have met so many wonderful people throughout 
the past year. I am a member of the raider team, color guard, and drill 
team and got to travel throughout Florida for competitions.  

Manatee JROTC is a family. We laughed together, cried together, 
got angry with each other, and smiled together. One of the most 
rewarding things we have done in JROTC is to mentor elementary 
kinds through our Big Buddy project. We helped the kids with their 
homework and played with them. One time we had a push-up 
competition and we let them beat us…they had the biggest smiles on 
their faces! Just recently we went to Palma Sola Elementary School, 
and I helped kids with their multiplication tables and their spelling.  

This past summer I participated in a JROTC summer camp 
(JROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge) in Punta Gorda, FL with all the 
schools in Manatee County. We did team building exercises, 
rappelling, archery, map reading, water survival, and canoeing. I am 
now a first sergeant for Bravo company where I lead the company 
through uniform wear, sergeant’s time, and physical training. JROTC 
has changed me not only as a high school student, but as a person. I 
absolutely love JROTC and strongly encourage others to join the 
program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C/1SG Jackson  

 



 

 

 

  

 

Hurricane Battalion Staff 
 

 

 • Adjutant & Personnel Officer 
• Maintain all Cadet records 
• Keeps a log of community service 

hours of all Cadets 
• Handles awards & medals for 

award ceremony 

• Intelligence & Security Officer 
• Completes a risk assessment for any 

event or field training exercise 
• Monthly inventory of all items owned 

by the Army 
• In-charge of all JROTC support for 

football games 

• Operations and Training Officer 
• Creates an MOI or tasking list for 

any all operations 
• Posts the Battalion training 

schedules, monthly and weekly 

• Supply and Logistics Officer 
• Issues all uniforms & accessories for 

Cadets 
• Organizes the supply annex in a tidy 

manner 

• Media Relations Officer 
• Attends events & takes 

pictures of our cadets in action 
• Participates in recruiting trips 

to different middle schools 
• Joint effort with the BN S-6 in 

maintaining the website. 

• Technology Officer 
• Assists the SAI & AI with computer 

issues 
• Helps set up A/V equipment for 

events 
• Joint effort with the BN S-5 in 
•  Managing the website 

 



   

 

American Legion Florida Boys State 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      MHS JROTC had three Cadets selected to participate in Boys State 2022:  
 Osvaldo Basilio, Jose Portillo, and Alex Rivera. 

 

 

 

 

 

American Legion Boys State is among the most respected and selective educational 
programs of government instruction for U.S. high school students. A participatory 
program in which students become part of the operation of local, county, and state 
government. Boys State was founded in 1935.  
At Boys State, participants learn the rights, privileges, and responsibilities of franchised 
citizens. The training is objective and centers on the structure of city, county, and state 
governments operated by students elected to various offices. Instruction is also be 
presented on the law and court system, parliamentary procedure, and Florida political 
History. At Florida Boys State, citizens will gain hands-on experience to leadership by 
taking part in the political process through role-play civic exercises. The entire program 
is non-partisan.  

 
“Over the summer, I had the opportunity to participate in the highest youth premiere 
leadership program Florida has to offer. For a week, 300 male students and I 
participated in a mock government, where we would simulate real political scenarios 
under the guidance of FSU’s brightest Boy State alumni. It was during this time that I 
was able to improve my skills in public speaking, motivating others, and my critical 
thinking skills. I made amazing friendships, learned valuable lessons, and created great 
memories that I will always cherish. I am humbled to have participated in a program 
where several Presidents, Governors, and government officials have been a part of.”  

- C/LTC Jose Portillo, Hurricane Battalion Commander 

 
 



 

JROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge (JCLC) 2022 
 

 

 

JCLC an immersive development and team building opportunity for JROTC Cadets. The Hurricane 
Battalion had 20 Cadets participate with Cadets from across all seven JROTC programs in Manatee 
County during JCLC 2022. Cadets participated in numerous teambuilding and leadership development 
opportunities to include rappelling, high ropes course, orienteering, archery, land and water survival, 
and a leadership reaction course. Ultimately, Cadets had fun and were prepared to return to their school 
and be leaders in their JROTC battalions. 

The following MHS Cadets completed JCLC: 
Antonio, Evelyn  Basilio-Villagomez, Osvaldo 
Case, Hannah Chollette, Ashley 
Coronel, Jacob  Freas, Abigail 
Garcia, Izael  Garcia-Contreras, Dorismar 
Godinez, Camila Godinez, Marinely 
Henderson, Janae Jackson, Aidan 
Morales, Carlos Palma, Johanna 
Portillo, Jose  Santiago-Hernandez, Angel 
Schoonover, Drew Sparks, Alyssa 
Vadas, William Yerger, Pierce  

 

“Overall, JCLC was one of the best experiences that I have 
ever had. I was chosen to be squad leader for “low-copes” 
where I lead my squad through activities that teach 
teamwork, concentration, etc. Afterwards my squad was 
sent to the 50ft rappel tower, which everyone was required 
to complete before graduating from the camp. When I finally 
got on, the hardest part was lowering down into a position 
where you could start going down the tower, but after going 
down 3ft, your brain just clicks thinking the only way off this 
now is to go down.” 

- C/SSG Drew Schoonover 

 

“There are so many things to say about JCLC. It has helped 
me get out of my comfort zone and talk to new people 
outside of my current friend group to work together to 
achieve a certain goal. I learned many new things at camp: 
get a partner that knows how to build a tent, a partner that 
wakes up easily, and to not be afraid to stand out. JCLC is 
not a place to hide and stay quiet. It is a place to be ready, 
outgoing, and engaged. Everyone had a voice and an 
opinion to produce a winning plan that helped our team 
succeed despite the obstacles that were in our way. Overall, 
camp it has taught me to think differently and to not hesitate 
to speak. If I had to tell anyone about my experience this 
would be it, the funny memorable moments and overcoming 
a shell that keeps you from being the best you could be.” 

- C/CPL Marinely Godinez 



  

 

Army ROTC Scholarship 
 

      
              
           
          
                

  
       

   
            
   

            
    

         
        
        

           
      
        

 
 

 

 

Window Opens 12 June Each Year 
Application Closes 04 February 2023 

How to Complete the Army ROTC Scholarship Application: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV_kgAj98HE  

What does the Army ROTC 
Scholarship cover? 

• Full Tuition & Fees or Room and Board  
• $600 book stipend per semester 
• Monthly $420 Cadet Stipend  

Apply – Apply – Apply 
http://www.goarmy.com/rotc.html 

Application Due / Selection Board 
7 OCT 2022 / 17-21 OCT 2022 
13 JAN 2023 / 23-27 JAN 2023 
6 MAR 2023 / 13-17 MAR 2023 

   
  

 

Army Scholarship Information & 
Application Site: 
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-
students/four-year-scholarship.html 

 Army Senior ROTC is the largest officer generating program - Produces over 75% 
of Army Officers, currently over 30,000 students are enrolled  

 275 programs nationwide, including Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 

 

All Seniors Should Also Apply for FAFSA                                               
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

https://studentaid.gov/    
Even if you don’t think you want to go to college – you never know! 

Needs based – Grades do not matter! 
Opens 1 OCT 2022 for Seniors 

MHS FAFSA Workshop 6 OCT 22 

Additional Military Branch ROTC Opportunities:  

Naval ROTC (includes Marine Corps):                              
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-
Command/NROTC/Apply/  

Air Force ROTC: https://www.afrotc.com/scholarships/  

https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Apply/
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Apply/
https://www.afrotc.com/scholarships/


 

Upcoming Fall 2022 Events 
 

      
              
           
          
                

  
       

   
            
   

            
    

         
        
        

           
      
        

 
 

 

 

Rifle Team: 
 County Rifle #1: 15 SEP 22 

 County Rifle #2: 6 OCT 22 

 County Rifle #3: 20 OCT 22 

 County Rifle #4: 17 NOV 22 

 Area 5 Rifle Meet: 8 DEC 22 

Home Football Game Support: 
 Port Charlotte (B Co): 23 SEP 22 

 Rockledge (C Co): 7 OCT 22 

 Cardinal Gibbons (D Co): 21 OCT 22 

 Palmetto (E Co): 28 OCT 22 
 

Raider Team: 
 SMA Raider Meet: 24 SEP 22 

 County Raider Meet: 8 OCT 22 

 Area 5 Raider Meet: 29 OCT 22 
 JV Raider Meet: 5 NOV 22  

 State Raider Meet: 3 DEC 22 

 Best Raider: 9 – 10 DEC 22 
 

Hurricane Battalion Events: 
 Big Buddy Project: Bi-weekly Monday & Friday  

 County Campout: 30 SEP – 1 OCT 22 

 Canned Food Drive: 26 SEP – 10 NOV 22 

 Cadet Challenge #1: 10 – 14 OCT 22 

 JLAB Level 1: 1 – 20 NOV 22  

 Manatee County Veterans' Day parade: 11 NOV 22 

 



 

 

https://www.mhshurricanebattalion.com/

