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Lieutenant Colonel’s Corner 
      We are nearly complete with Quarter 3 and halfway thru the Spring 2023 
semester. Our battalion leadership continues to drive the Hurricane Battalion to 
success. Due to overwhelming success and demand, we expanded our 
Service-Learning Project, the Big Buddy project, from just one school to three 
elementary schools. We also recently completed our second formal Cadet 
Challenge assessment and started Spring Rifle Team tryouts. We have several 
key events upcoming including the Joint Program of Assessment (JPA) on 6 
March followed by the Military Ball on 9 March and then Spring Break. Please 
visit the Hurricane Battalion website for the latest information. 

                                         
 

After Spring break, we return for the final quarter of the academic year. 
We will conclude the Drill season and begin Raider conditioning as well as 
selection for JCLC. I urge all Cadets to keep pushing strong through the end of 
the year. Let’s finish Hurricane strong!  

 

 

 
TEAMWORK – INITIATIVE – POSITIVE ATTITUDE 

 

MANATEE! 

LTC K. Todd Crawford 

 

 

 



            

 

SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECT                                
BIG BUDDY PROJECT 

 

My name is Claire Bailey and I am a sophomore at Manatee High School. This 
school year I was selected to be the Service-Learning NCO for the JROTC 
program. As the Service-Learning NCO my responsibilities included conducting the 
annual canned food drive and organizing career week. This was the first year we 
held a career week for our JROTC program. I also assist our Service-Learning 
Officer Erin Perez with The Big Buddy Project. The Big Buddy Project is our 
programs service-learning project. It consists of attending various elementary 
school after school programs to help kids with homework, play with them, but 
overall, just interact and build relationships with them. The project allows cadets to 
develop their leaderships skills and mentor the next generation. I think the Big 
Buddy Project provides a unique opportunity for our cadets. It is always amazing to 
watch the cadets get more comfortable around the kids and truly get out of their 
shell. This semester we have been able to branch out and attend even more 
schools. We are attending three elementary schools: Palma Sola Elementary, 
Ballard Elementary, and Sea Breeze Elementary. Our next Big Buddy is on March 
27th at Ballard Elementary.  

 

C/2LT Perez 

 
C/SSG Bailey  

Watch our Cadets in action: 

https://vimeo.com/745900044 

Herald Tribune Article 
https://www.heraldtribune.co

m/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-
mannix-big-buddy-project-

helps-kids-homework-
fundamentals/10443898002/

  

https://vimeo.com/745900044
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/
https://www.heraldtribune.com/story/news/2022/10/09/vin-mannix-big-buddy-project-helps-kids-homework-fundamentals/10443898002/


            

  

 

CADET CHALLENGE 

 
  C/2LT Blanton 

 

 

 

 

We recently completed the second of your two Cadet 
Challenge formal assessments and are in the process of 
recording data and conducting an analysis of the results.  

Thanks to all our Cadets who worked hard over this 
school year to improve their fitness and learn about 
living a healthy lifestyle. I also want to give a special 
thank you to our Cadet leadership across each company 
for the time and dedication required to collect the data, 
input into JUMS, and to analyze the results.  

Please visit our Hurricane Battalion website for more 
information. 
 

 



            

 

 

 

  

 

Rifle Team 
 

      The rifle team is one of the most difficult teams in JROTC and being on the 
team takes patience and skill. On the rifle team, we shoot .177 caliber 
Crosman rifles at targets the size of a quarter in three positions: prone, 
standing, and kneeling. 

 If I had to describe the rifle team in one word, I would say perseverant. 
The Rifle Team has proven to be an extremely complex team in JROTC. This 
year has been out of the normal for Rifle Team. Our season started early, 
giving us one month to put together a team. Within a month, our first 
competition was here.  

To get a head-start for next year, we are conducting tryouts at the end of 
February. We have also selected our Rifle Team Commander for AY 23-24, 
C/SGT Souders. Thanks to C/PFC LaRocca for her leadership this year. 

 
C/PFC LaRocca C/SGT Souders 

 

 

 



            

 

 

  

 

Color Guard 
      Color Guard is the most prestigious team in “The Hurricane Battalion.” By 
presenting the flags, we represent our program, our school, and our Nation at 
numerous events throughout Manatee County. From Friday night football 
games to parades and ceremonies, our Colors can always be seen waving 
proudly. 

From the start of the season our cadets were excited to be part of the 
amazing team that is Color Guard. Around 25 cadets joined me in the enduring 
journey throughout these past couple of months and many of these cadets 
were LET 1’s which shows a lot of motivation for this prestigious team. At every 
opportunity, the cadets showed consistency, determination, and motivation. I 
take much pride in the fact in the fact that most of them participated in at least 
one Friday night football game Color Guard and ceremony. The cadets have 
gone above and beyond their subordinates to meeting The Hurricane battalion 
standards. Now that drill season has arrived, we have adapted to slowing 
things down to shift our attention and focus to competing Color Guard teams 
which consist of both Female and male varsity. Lastly, having both the male 
and female varsity attend this upcoming state competition is one my goals.  

We always need more Cadets to join our team and become part of the 
Hurricane Battalion legacy! It is never too late to start – practice is every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 0630 to 0700 before school. 

 
C/2LT Henderson 

 

 

 
 



            

Drill 
I am C/SGM Garcia, and I have been selected to be the Drill Team 

commander this year. I am excited to take charge of the Drill Cadets 
coming out this year and I am ready to take these Cadets to the state 
competition.  

So far, with the help of previous drill members everything has been 
going smoothly. I am also extremely pleased with the performance that 
the new and previous Cadets have shown and their enthusiasm to be 
on teams. Although some complications have come our way, we’ve 
been able to navigate through them and still perform to the best of our 
ability. At our first competition our Female Armed Squad, Female 
Unarmed, and our Female unarmed Platoon all placed top 3. 
Sometimes we didn’t place but we did learn a lot from our mistakes and 
we’re applying corrections to those mistakes during our practices. 
We’re excited to see how well we’ll perform and to see our 
improvement as the season continues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C/SGM Garcia  
  

Remaining Spring 2023 Drill Competition Schedule 

4 MAR 23: Area 5 Drill Meet @Riverview HS 

25 MAR 23: JV Drill Meet @ Southeast HS 

15 APAR 23: FL State Drill Meet @ George Jenkins HS 

 



            

 

 

 

  

 

Raider Team 
The MHS JROTC Raider Team is the most challenging and physically 

demanding team in JROTC. It takes hard work, drive, dedication, and commitment. 
It takes a cadet that is physically fit and has the drive to get up early each morning 
just to put their bodies to the ultimate test by running 5K’s, running a mile-long litter 
carry, executing 50-meter tire flips, or even a ruck run with a 25-pound weight. 
Raiders want to be part of something that is bigger than ourselves. 

The AY22-23 Raider season has come to an end achieving remarkable 
results. Our male Raider team won a State Championship (1st Overall) our and our 
female Raider team was the State Runner-up (2nd Overall). Additionally, our Male 
and Mixed JV Raider teams both won 1st Place at the JV Raider meet. 
 

 
C/2LT Palma        

  
C/1SG Garcia   

 

 

School District of Manatee County Good News Story 
https://www.manateeschools.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=5204

&ModuleInstanceID=20701&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-
3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=40243&PageID=10848 



            

 

 

Echo Company Corner 
  Joining the Hurricane Battalion is the best decision a person can make! 
The program offers many opportunities. I was never dissatisfied with what all 
they have help me with. I experienced new things, made new friends and I got 
to see unfamiliar places. I’ve learned so many leadership skills that I now apply 
into my daily life. What is great about this program is that when you’re 
stumbling there’s always a friend there to help you and lend you a hand. When 
things get hard, I have learned to see thing through. To learn so many 
wonderful things in a great environment is genuinely nice. 

I am sincerely fully grateful for this program and everything it has to offer; 
I can go as far as saying that the majority can call this place home. I would like 
to improve this program even more. As a striving cadet one of my goals is to 
become one of the top two, either cadet command sergeant major or Battalion 
Commander! I can say in full confidence, that this is the best program you will 
ever encounter, and investing your time in. It will also be one of the wisest 
decisions you will ever make. 
 

 

C/CPL Rodriguez 

 

 

 



            

 Battalion Staff Corner 
Hello, I am the Battalion S-1, Cadet 1LT Godinez. All four years of 

high school I have been a part of the JROTC program. Starting from just a 
regular Cadet and then being put on staff is a big change. It is a whole 
other view of the way the program is run. As a LET 1, I was not sure what I 
was getting in to. I soon learned they had a lot of teams and that it was 
more than just a military-structured class. The uniform was one thing I was 
not much a fan of at first. As time passed, I started to earn more ribbons, 
medals, and arcs. The uniform became something I was able to take pride 
in and show off my achievements as a Cadet.  

As a LET 1, I thought there was only company leadership and that 
they just ran the company. I soon then found out there was a battalion 
staff. When it came time, I asked to be in a staff position. I was not sure 
what staff was and I wanted to see what it was like to be on the staff. I was 
not sure what staff was but once I was in, it was a big difference. I wasn’t 
aware of the work that was done for the entre battalion to function. I quickly 
picked up what I had to do as the assistant S-1 which was to take charge 
of all cadet’s promotions as well as processing Cadet packets. I also 
assisted with attendance rosters for all major events. I am now a senior, 
and I appreciate the skills I have gained from being in the program and 
hope that every student who joins will enjoy the program as much as I did. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

 
C/1LT Godinez 

 



            

 

 

 

  

 

Hurricane Battalion Staff 
 

 

 • Adjutant & Personnel Officer 
• Maintain all Cadet records 
• Keeps a log of community service 

hours of all Cadets 
• Handles awards & medals for 

award ceremony 

• Intelligence & Security Officer 
• Completes a risk assessment for any 

event or field training exercise 
• Monthly inventory of all items owned 

by the Army 
• In-charge of all JROTC support for 

football games 

• Operations and Training Officer 
• Creates an MOI or tasking list for 

any all operations 
• Posts the Battalion training 

schedules, monthly and weekly 

• Supply and Logistics Officer 
• Issues all uniforms & accessories for 

Cadets 
• Organizes the supply annex in a tidy 

manner 

• Media Relations Officer 
• Attends events & takes 

pictures of our cadets in action 
• Participates in recruiting trips 

to different middle schools 
• Joint effort with the BN S-6 in 

maintaining the website. 

• Technology Officer 
• Assists the SAI & AI with computer 

issues 
• Helps set up A/V equipment for 

events 
• Joint effort with the BN S-5 in 
•  Managing the website 

 



            

Martin Luther King Parade 
The Manatee High School JROTC participated in this year’s MLK 

parade on 14 JAN 23 in Palmetto, FL. We had 86 Cadets march this year 
along with other schools from across Manatee County. We did an 
outstanding job and everyone was motivated from the start to the end. 
Congratulations to the 10 cadets that were promoted at the MLK parade. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Braden Castle Community Festival 
29 Cadets from Manatee High School JROTC had the honor to 

participate in this year’s Braden Castle Community Festival on 25 FEB 
23. The event is always a huge success and helps maintain the strong 
tradition of citizenship and community relations. 

 
  

 



            

  

 

Army ROTC Scholarship 
 

      
              
           
          
                

  
       

   
            
   

            
    

         
        
        

           
      
        

 
 

 

 

Window Opens 12 June Each Year 
Application Closes 04 February 2023 

How to Complete the Army ROTC Scholarship Application: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iV_kgAj98HE  

What does the Army ROTC 
Scholarship cover? 

• Full Tuition & Fees or Room and Board  
• $600 book stipend per semester 
• Monthly $420 Cadet Stipend  

Apply – Apply – Apply 
http://www.goarmy.com/rotc.html 

Application Due / Selection Board 
7 OCT 2022 / 17-21 OCT 2022 
13 JAN 2023 / 23-27 JAN 2023 
6 MAR 2023 / 13-17 MAR 2023 

   
  

 

Army Scholarship Information & 
Application Site: 
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-
students/four-year-scholarship.html 

 Army Senior ROTC is the largest officer generating program - Produces over 75% 
of Army Officers, currently over 30,000 students are enrolled  

 275 programs nationwide, including Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 

 

All Seniors Should Also Apply for FAFSA                                               
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid) 

https://studentaid.gov/    
Even if you don’t think you want to go to college – you never know! 

Needs based – Grades do not matter! 
Opened 1 OCT 2022 for Seniors 

Additional Military Branch ROTC Opportunities:  

Naval ROTC (includes Marine Corps):                              
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-
Command/NROTC/Apply/  

Air Force ROTC: https://www.afrotc.com/scholarships/  

https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://goarmy.com/rotc/high-school-students/four-year-scholarship.html
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Apply/
https://www.netc.navy.mil/Commands/Naval-Service-Training-Command/NROTC/Apply/
https://www.afrotc.com/scholarships/


            

 

Upcoming Spring 2023 Events 
 

      
              
           
          
                

  
       

   
            
   

            
    

         
        
        

           
      
        

 
 

 

 

Hurricane Battalion Events: 
 Big Buddy Project: Monday & Friday (see schedule) 

 JPA (Formal Inspection): 6 MAR 23 

 Military Ball: 9 MAR 23 

 Spring Break: 11-19 MAR 23 

 Raider Conditioning & JCLC Selection Begins: NLT 10 APR 23 

 Battalion Awards Ceremony: 19 APR 23 

 CAT 5 Camp Out: TBD 

 MHS Graduation: 19 MAY 23 

 JCLC: 30 MAY – 2 JUN 23 

 

Drill Team: 
 JV Drill Meet: 4 MAR 23  

 Area 5 Drill Meet: 25 MAR 23 

 FL State Drill Meet: 15 APR 23 



            

 

 

https://www.mhshurricanebattalion.com/

